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Let us consider one another in order to stir up love 
and good works, not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more as 

you see the Day approaching. 

—Hebrews 10:24-25
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Preface

When John was on the island of Patmos, the Lord gave him a rev-
elation of Jesus, the exalted Son of Man, and God’s people overcoming 
satanic opposition before the throne of God. In spite of tremendous 
persecution, John saw “in the Spirit” (Rev. 1:10) that the faithful fol-
lowers of the Lord were victorious. They overcame satan “by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony” (Rev. 12:11). Further-
more, John was given revelation to see spiritual warfare in Heaven that 
was being played out on the earth. He saw the outcome of this spiritual 
battle, as well as prophetic events that would take place in the endtimes 
before the coming of the Lord.

John saw that God would totally and completely destroy His ene-
mies and resurrect His own people to live with Him forever in a new 
Heaven, a new Earth, and a New Jerusalem. Regardless of the trials and 
tribulations God’s people must endure. 

As His people, our destiny is certain. Jesus is returning, and we will 
rule and reign with Him in a world free of satan, sin, and death. In the 
challenging days ahead, we believers can joyfully commit our souls to 
God, who is faithful to keep His Word of promise.

As John wrote at the end of his vision, “I heard a loud voice from 
Heaven saying: 
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Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 
dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Him-
self will be with them and be their God. And God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no 
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no 
more pain, for the former things have passed away (Rev-
elation 21:3-4).

So the Book of Revelation is not a book of doom and gloom but 
a description of the victory of the Lamb and those who follow Him. 
The purpose of the Lord’s revelation to John was to unveil or disclose 
to him what John could not know without divine assistance. The Lord 
gave John his vision to encourage and comfort his immediate readers, 
as well as believers throughout the ages. What eventually became the 
Book of Revelation was clearly intended to be understood by John and 
his first-century readers.

With the passage of time, however, this book that God intended 
for us to understand has become, without a doubt, the most mysteri-
ous book in the Bible. For almost 2,000 years, Christian scholars and 
everyday believers have tried to understand its message. Because the 
Book of Revelation is an apocalyptic vision filled with otherworldly 
symbols and descriptions of strange creatures, God’s people have not 
always agreed on its meaning, leading to many differing interpretations 
of John’s words.

Considering the number of books already written on John’s Rev-
elation, with so many differing interpretations, you might ask why I 
would feel burdened to add to the confusion. It was certainly not my 
intention to write a book on the Book of Revelation. With more than 
38 books in print, I was ready to take a break. I wrote this book only 
because I saw an urgent need to explain John’s revelation with the fol-
lowing four points of view that have not been adequately included in 
most commentaries.
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Preface

First, almost all books written to explain the Book of Revelation are 
written with a Western cultural worldview rather than a biblical world-
view. There are some exceptions. What I mean by this is that the writer 
interprets the Book of Revelation through Western eyes rather than the 
Hebraic eyes of a Middle Eastern person. John was not a Western theo-
logian. He was a Jewish seer. This means he understood and wrote His 
Revelation in terms of his own history and culture—the Hebrew Bible 
or what Christians know as the Old Testament. In this book, I prefer to 
use the phrase Hebrew Bible. 

In order to understand the Book of Revelation, we must read it 
through the eyes of a Jewish man rather than the eyes of a Western 
theologian. For example, when John sees Jesus in Heaven, he describes 
Him in Jewish terms, not Western Christian terms. To get the fullest 
meaning of John’s vision of Jesus, we must know Jesus as the Jewish Son 
of Man. To John, Jesus is the “Cloud Man” of the Book of Daniel (see 
Dan. 7:13-14).

Second, since the Book of Revelation is the last book in the Bible, we 
must have a good understanding of all the previous books. We cannot 
understand the Book of Revelation if we do not have a good under-
standing of Genesis through Jude as well as some basic knowledge of 
the literature written between the testaments and of Greek mythology. 

We must not read John’s Revelation as if it were written in modern 
times and isolated from the rest of the Bible. The best way to understand 
the Book of Revelation is to begin with Genesis. For instance, in the last 
two chapters of the Book of Revelation, John explains the eternal home 
of believers, and assumes that his readers are familiar with the first two 
chapters of the Book of Genesis.

Third, in order to understand the Book of Revelation, we must be 
aware that it was written in an apocalyptic literary style. Apocalyptic 
literature flourished in the period in which John was writing, and it has 
certain characteristics that John’s readers readily understood. I explain 
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these characteristics in chapter one. Because this is not a normal style of 
writing in our times, we may have difficulty interpreting it. 

By that I mean Western readers often have a tendency to interpret 
apocalyptic literature as if it were a literal narrative written chronologi-
cally like a Western textbook. This can easily lead to wrong conclusions 
about John’s statements. For example, when John says that he saw an 
open door into Heaven and heard a voice calling him to Heaven, he did 
not mean that he saw a literal door and was literally taken to Heaven. 
He meant that God opened his spiritual eyes so that he could see real-
ities in Heaven that he would not have known otherwise. Physically 
speaking, John never left Patmos. 

Fourth, to properly understand the Book of Revelation, we must 
know the historical context in which it was written. Jesus gave John let-
ters for seven literal congregations that existed in the first century. Since 
the biblical meaning of the English word church means something dif-
ferent to modern readers than its biblical meaning, I have used the 
word congregation, which is more accurate. I could have used the words 
assembly or community. These congregations or communities were 
challenged daily to live out their new faith in a hostile environment—
one in which their neighbors worshiped Greek gods and goddesses and 
Roman emperors, practiced gross immorality, and pressured them to 
compromise their faith and witness. Each day, they were faced with life-
and-death decisions.

In addition, each of the cities where the seven congregations 
were located had their own unique physical circumstances that Jesus 
acknowledged in His letters to them. Without knowledge of their spir-
itual and physical circumstances, it is impossible to understand why 
Jesus said what He did to each congregation. 

For instance, unless we know that Laodicea had a drinking problem 
(water, not alcohol), we cannot understand why Jesus preferred believ-
ers to be cold or hot rather than lukewarm (see Rev. 3:16).
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Preface

I have the greatest appreciation for scholars and ministers who have 
spent years studying the Book of Revelation and have labored to help 
us understand its mysteries. While some of the views presented in this 
book may not be familiar to many ministers and everyday believers, 
my intention is not to be critical of what others have written or believe. 
We must all walk in love and humility and be gracious to one another, 
especially when we see things differently.

You may be challenged by some of my explanations, especially those 
that are contrary to your preconceived ideas and traditional teachings. 
It’s OK if you don’t agree with everything I have written. My desire is 
to glorify our Lord, encourage God’s people to be steadfast and faithful 
as we face challenging days ahead, and provide a fresh, exciting, and 
more balanced understanding of the Book of Revelation. If I accom-
plish these goals, I will be most grateful to our Lord. May God’s people 
be blessed and His name praised forever.

For ease of reading and understanding, the publisher has wisely 
organized my writing on the Book of Revelation into a three-volume 
series entitled Understanding the Book of Revelation. Volume 1 covers 
Revelation chapters 1 through 3, and is entitled The Overcomers. Its first 
three chapters contain information that I feel is necessary to under-
standing the historical events that prompted the Lord’s letters to the 
seven congregations. 

In order to properly understand the Book of Revelation, we must 
know the context in which it was written. I have also included a chapter 
on the literary style in which the book was written, as well as a survey 
of the book. I then explain the letters to the seven congregations within 
their historical, geographical, archeological, and Hebraic context and 
perspective, along with my view of their prophetic and personal signifi-
cance. This background information is often missing or inadequately 
explained in books written about Revelation; but I feel it is critical to 
full and proper understanding. 
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Volume 2 is entitled The Lamb and the Seven-Sealed Scroll. This vol-
ume opens with John’s vision of Heaven and the throne room of God. 
John witnesses the greatest drama in human history as he watches the 
Lamb of God take the seven-sealed scroll and open the seals. I explain 
the unfolding story including: the opening of the first six seals, God’s 
seal of protection, Israelites and Jews, the multitude of the redeemed, 
the opening of the seventh seal, the mighty angel and the little book, the 
two witnesses, the proclamation of the Kingdom of God, and the war in 
Heaven and on Earth. 

Volume 2 covers Revelation chapters 4 through 12. We learn along 
the way that the Book of Revelation actually ends with the close of chap-
ter 11. The rest of the book is an “instant replay” giving more details and 
different views of the same information.

Volume 3 is entitled The Victorious Kingdom. This volume includes 
an explanation of the two false messiahs; a preview of the end; prepara-
tion for blowing the seventh trumpet-shofar; the blowing of the seventh 
trumpet-shofar; the destruction of the anti-God, one-world religious 
and political systems; the second coming of the true Messiah; the Bat-
tle of Armageddon; the Messianic Kingdom; the new Heaven and new 
Earth; and Paradise restored. Volume 3 covers Revelation chapters 13 
through 22.

These volumes are designed to be read along with the Book of Rev-
elation. Each discussion in the text is keyed to a specific chapter and 
verse in the Book of Revelation. To get the most from the text, first read 
from the Book of Revelation and then read my explanations and com-
ments in the books.

I want to say one more time that the Book of Revelation is not about 
doom and gloom. While it may describe harsh realities and much suf-
fering, it is first and foremost a book about God’s faithfulness to Himself, 
His Word, and His people. It is about God defeating His enemies, and 
His people overcoming “by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony” (Rev. 12:11). 
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Preface

The outcome is certain and the victory is sure. As you read the Book 
of Revelation and this three-volume series, may the Lord encourage 
your heart that our God is sovereign over world conditions and uses 
them to move forward His awesome plan of redemption for His people. 
We will live with Him forever in the full manifestation of His blazing 
glory and dazzling beauty. We will look upon Him as He is for we shall 
be like Him.

Let us make the following prayer from Jude our own personal praise 
and worship to our God:

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling [fall-
ing], and to present you faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, who alone 
is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and forever. Amen (Jude 24-25).
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Chapter 1

The Anti-Messiah

Review of Volume 2—The Lamb and the 
Seven-Sealed Scroll

IN Volume 2, we learned that the Lord opened a prophetic door 
for John to enter the throne room of God. He then called John to 
“Come up here…” (Rev. 4:1). John did not see a literal door nor was 

he literally caught up to Heaven. These are apocalyptic statements that 
refer to a spiritual vision the Lord gave him. While John was literally 
on the island of Patmos, spiritually he was able to observe realities and 
activities in Heaven that he would have otherwise been unable to see.

John saw the glory of God, the exalted Son of Man, the angels, 
and the redeemed of all ages around the throne of God. The Lord was 
showing John this heavenly scene so that he could write down what 
he saw and distribute his writings to persecuted believers in the seven 
congregations of the Roman province of Asia Minor. Reading John’s 
Revelation would encourage them to resist the temptations and pres-
sures of emperor worship, idolatry, and immorality from which they 
had been saved.
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While the Book of Revelation was written specifically to believers in 
the first century, John’s prophetic vision is for all believers throughout 
history, including modern times. As the world becomes more and more 
anti-God and the West becomes post-Christian, believers today need 
the same encouragement the Lord gave to those first-century believers. 
God has a place of eternal glory in His presence for all of His people; 
therefore, we can have the faith and courage not to “fix our sandals”1 
before an increasing anti-God, one-world system.

Jesus has conquered the Caesars, Zeus, and all the false gods of the 
Greco-Roman world. Because of His victory, those who follow Him will 
also be victorious. Understanding that God has a place of glory for us 
in Heaven, gives us the faith and courage we need to overcome by the 
blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony (see Rev. 12:11), even 
if that means being martyred for our faith.

The Lord then gave John further revelation, which he referred to as 
being “in the Spirit” (Rev. 1:10; 4:2). This is his human way of saying that 
the Lord opened his spiritual eyes to see additional prophetic activities 
in Heaven that would be manifested on the earth. When John said he 
saw things “which must take place after this” (Rev. 4:1), he did not mean 
that the rest of the Book of Revelation was chronological (although 
some of it is). He was referring to his next sequence of revelations.

John saw God holding a seven-sealed book containing information 
about prophetic events that would take place in his own time, as well as 
in the endtimes of history—or as the Bible calls them “the latter days.” 
A powerful angel called for someone to take the scroll from God and 
open the seals. When no one was found worthy, John wept! (See Rev-
elation 5:2-4).

Just when it seemed that the scroll would forever remain sealed, 
leaving prophecy unfulfilled, Jesus was recognized as One “worthy to 
take the scroll” (Rev. 5:9). Because Jesus lived a perfect life without sin 
and died as our innocent substitutionary sacrifice, He was the only 
Worthy One who could take the scroll and open it. At the same time, 
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The Anti-Messiah

He is the conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah and the sacrificial Lamb 
of God. When Jesus took the scroll, the 24 elders representing the com-
pany of the redeemed, the four archangels, and all the angels of Heaven 
gave glory to God and the Lamb.

In this heavenly scene, John sees Jesus opening the seven seals 
that reveal the judgments of God on the earth. The seventh seal opens 
the seven trumpet-shofar judgments, and the seventh trumpet-shofar 
judgment opens the final seven bowl judgments. Each judgment is 
progressively more severe. As God demonstrates His sovereign power 
through these judgments, He is destroying His enemies while offering 
mercy to those who choose to repent.

This is not a time of doom and gloom for believers. It is a time of 
victory. The judgments are God’s answer to the prayers of His people 
as they plead for justice. They are not judgments against God’s people 
but against those who oppose Him. While evil rulers persecute faithful 
believers, the Lord seals His own to protect them against His judgments.

The Lord then gives John further revelation by telling him to eat 
a book that contains additional information about future events. Of 
course, we should not think that John literally ate a book. It was an 
apocalyptic way of telling John to spiritually digest more of God’s Word. 
(See Revelation 10.)

John learns about God’s two powerful prophetic witnesses on the 
earth. The Lord gives these two witnesses the power to perform signs 
and wonders and prophesy for the last three-and-one-half years of the 
Great Tribulation. The Lord supernaturally protects these two witnesses 
until their ministry is finished. Satan is given permission to kill the two 
witnesses, but after three-and-a-half days, the Lord resurrects them and 
takes them to Heaven. (See Revelation 11.)

When the angel blows the seventh trumpet-shofar, loud voices 
in Heaven announce the final demise of the kingdoms of this world 
and the imminent coming of the Kingdom of God on the earth. With 
this declaration, John has a flashback and sees the spiritual warfare in 
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the heavens when lucifer rebelled against God. The fallen angel luci-
fer, now called satan, makes war on the earth against God’s chosen 
people and His Messiah, the male Child born to the woman, Israel. 
(See Revelation 12.)

In his vain attempt to stop God’s plan to redeem humankind, satan 
makes a bid to destroy Israel and kill the Messiah at His birth. But God 
protects the Messiah, resurrects Him, and establishes Him in a place of 
honor to await the time when He will return to earth and rule the nations 
with a rod of iron. His time is now as His Kingdom is announced.

As the Great Tribulation begins, John sees satan finally cast out 
of Heaven. In his rage, he makes one last attempt to destroy the Jews 
and the believers aligned with them. Satan is relentless in his pursuit 
of God’s people, but God frustrates his efforts to destroy them. While 
there will be many martyred for their faith, God will preserve a rem-
nant of believers. Whether believers live or die, they will be victorious 
through their faithful witness.

With this review, we now continue to read John’s amazing revela-
tion. May God’s name (YHVH), the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
be praised forever.

The Two False Messiahs (Revelation 13:1-10)

In Revelation 13, John has an apocalyptic vision of two strange 
creatures. He calls the first one the Beast From the Sea and the second 
one the Beast From the Earth. At this time, satan has been cast out of 
Heaven. Knowing that his time of final judgment is near, he empowers 
two world leaders who will serve as his human agents on the earth.

As the Lord had two witnesses, so satan has his counterfeit witnesses 
through whom he hopes to fulfill his desire to be worshiped in the place 
of God. Most Bible scholars believe that the Beast From the Sea is the 
false political messiah known as the antichrist or anti-Messiah. He 
establishes himself as the leader of an anti-God, one-world government 

the_victorious_kingdom_text.indd   22 10/15/12   8:48 AM



•  23  •

The Anti-Messiah

system. So the person and the system are both thought of as “the Beast.” 
Scholars consider the Beast From the Earth to be the false religious mes-
siah who heads up an anti-God, one-world religious system.

Whether knowingly or not, these two leaders will receive their 
power from satan and act on his behalf. They are the ultimate embodi-
ment of evil. While their intentions may or may not be good, the results 
of their actions will only bring more death and destruction to the world.

As we will see, most of the world follows these two human beasts 
and their political and religious systems. The only exceptions are the 
worshipers of the One True God who follow Jesus and another group 
of people who have refused the Mark of the Beast but have yet to 
repent. These are the people who eventually repent and are judged as 
righteous when Jesus returns. (See Matthew 25:31-46.) Because God’s 
people refuse to acknowledge the Beasts, satan sees them as a threat to 
his plans and purposes. Working through his two false messiahs, satan 
attacks the believers. This action ushers in the final chaos on the earth 
that leads to the coming of Jesus. This is the time Jesus was speaking of 
when He said the following: 

Then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been 
since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor 
ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no 
flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will 
be shortened (Matthew 24:21-22).

The Beast From the Sea (Revelation 13:1-2)

In this chapter we will learn what John says about the first beast—
the Beast From the Sea. We have previously noted in Volumes One and 
Two that Daniel also had an apocalyptic vision, but he did not under-
stand it, so the Lord sent an angel to explain the vision to him. The angel 
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told Daniel that his vision was about prophetic events that would take 
place in the “time of the end” or “latter days” (Dan. 8:17; 2:28; 10:14). 

The angel then told Daniel that the revelation of his vision would 
be a sealed or closed book until the endtimes (see Dan. 12:4,9). This 
means the actual occurrences and the understanding of what Daniel 
saw would not be revealed to us until the last days of history prior to the 
coming of Jesus. We are living in those last days.

The Book of Revelation describes and explains the opening of Dan-
iel’s closed book or scroll. When Jesus took the seven-sealed scroll and 
loosened the seals, His action was the fulfillment of the prophecy given 
to Daniel. In other words, the seven-sealed scroll of the Book of Revela-
tion is the same as Daniel’s closed book. Because Jesus is the Worthy 
Redeemer who is able to open the seals, its contents and actions are 
now made known.

In view of the fact that the seven-sealed scroll is the same revela-
tion given to Daniel, we should expect to see a connection between 
Daniel’s vision and John’s. We are not disappointed. As we will soon 
realize, Daniel’s fourth beast (see Dan. 7:19-25) is the same as John’s 
Beast From the Sea. In fact, Daniel 7 and Revelation chapters 13, 17, 
and 18 refer to the same characters and events. While Daniel received 
a general outline of the prophecy, the Lord has given John the details.

Using apocalyptic symbolism, John sees a beast coming out of the 
sea. Ancient people, including John’s readers, were terribly frightened 
by the sea. To them, the sea was synonymous with the bottomless pit 
(see Rev. 11:7; 13:1; 17:8). 

People living in Bible times did not understand that there was a 
bottom to the sea. When they dropped an anchor, it never reached 
bottom. When a ship sank, people believed it descended forever into a 
bottomless watery darkness. They were also frightened by Leviathan, a 
sea monster or beast that stirred up the ocean causing chaos and death 
(see Job 41).
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In John’s Greco-Roman world, the Greeks worshiped the mythical 
Poseidon as the god of the sea. He was a fierce god with a violent and 
vengeful temperament. He is depicted carrying a three-pronged spear 
called a trident.

A popular American movie called The Poseidon Adventure is about 
a luxury liner called the Poseidon that is caught in a great storm at sea. 
The movie gets its name from the ancient Greek god of the sea. It’s also 
interesting to note that the United States Navy has a class of submarines 
called Trident submarines because they carry Trident ballistic missiles.

It was the practice of the Romans to adopt Greek gods and give 
them Roman names. The Roman name for Poseidon was Neptune. 
Before people went to sea, they made sacrifices to Poseidon/Neptune as 
a means of pacifying him and asking for a safe journey. In a similar way, 
today’s believers ask the One True God for His traveling mercies when 
making long flights over the ocean.

When John says he saw a beast coming out of the sea, it was for his 
first-century readers, the most frightening symbolism he could possi-
bly use. Like Poseidon/Neptune and Leviathan, the first false messiah 
empowered by satan will be a frightening figure who will cause great 
chaos and destruction on the earth. Speaking apocalyptically, he and 
the Beast From the Earth, will stir up the sea; that is the masses of peo-
ple on the earth.

Revelation 17:15 confirms this as the correct interpretation. It reads: 
“He said to me, ‘The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are 
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.’” Furthermore, his fierce and 
violent nature will take vengeance against the believers for not submit-
ting to him.

John says this Beast From the Sea has seven heads, ten horns, and 
ten crowns on the ten horns. He also has a blasphemous name on his 
heads. We will study this further in Revelation 17. John observes that 
the Beast is like a leopard, his feet like a bear, and his mouth like a lion 
(see Rev. 13:2). So that God’s people will not be deceived, John clearly 
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states that satan (the dragon of Revelation 12:3) is the one empowering 
this false messiah.

Daniel and John

Since Daniel and John had the same apocalyptic vision, we need to 
read what the Lord showed Daniel, as background for John’s Revela-
tion. As we review Daniel’s dreams and visions, the connection to John’s 
Revelation will be obvious.

Daniel’s dream interpretation recorded in Daniel 2 is further clari-
fied in Daniel 7, which in turn, is explained in detail in Revelation 
12–20. Therefore, we can overlay Daniel 2 and 7 with Revelation 12–20. 
While we do not fully understand some of the details (and shouldn’t 
argue over them), the overall picture connecting these two apocalyptic 
writings should be clear enough. Furthermore, it is OK that we don’t 
understand all the details. God will help us “connect the dots” in His 
own time and way. It is more important to understand the function 
of the characters in the Book of Revelation (what they do) than it is to 
know everything about their form (what they look like).

We should not get frustrated in trying to figure it all out. Neither 
should we learn just for the sake of showing our acquaintances how 
much we know. We should study as an act of worship out of reverence 
for God. More important than having knowledge is living in right rela-
tionship with our Lord and each other so that we might remain faithful 
and overcome in these difficult times.

Daniel’s Dream Interpretation (Daniel 2)

In Daniel 2, the empires of history are seen from man’s view as being 
great and glorious. In Daniel 7, the Lord gives His view of these same 
empires but calls them “beasts” just like John does in the Book of Rev-
elation. To better understand John’s vision, it would be most helpful for 
you to pause now and read Daniel 2 before continuing with John’s Rev-
elation. Then after a brief explanation, we will pause and read Daniel 7. 
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(For a quick visual presentation of Daniel’s dream and its connection to 
John’s vision, please review the chart at the end of this chapter.)

Bible students will recall that Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem 
in 606 b.c., at which time Daniel was deported to Babylon. Shortly 
thereafter, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that troubled him. He would 
not describe his dream to his advisors because he knew they would 
fabricate an interpretation. However, the Lord showed Daniel the 
dream and gave him the interpretation as well. Now that you have read 
Daniel 2, let’s review the dream and the interpretation. This will be a 
short summary as we will only review enough to help us overlay Dan-
iel with John.2 

First, Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that the God of Heaven has 
revealed the dream to him (Daniel), and then he describes what the 
king saw. Nebuchadnezzar saw a great and glorious image. (This is how 
world leaders view themselves, their rule, and their power.) The head 
of the image was fine gold, its chest and arms were silver, its belly and 
thighs were bronze, its legs were iron, and its feet were partly iron and 
partly clay. Then, according to Daniel, the king saw a stone strike the 
image on its feet and destroy it. Daniel says the king saw that the stone 
was cut out without hands, meaning the image was destroyed by a sov-
ereign act of God, bringing an end to man’s empires and vain attempts 
to rule without Him.

After that, Daniel provides the interpretation. He explains to Nebu-
chadnezzar that the image represents four successive kingdoms or 
empires with a fifth empire—the Kingdom of God—coming to the earth.

The head of gold represents King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylo-
nian Empire (606–536 b.c.). Ancient Babylon is modern Iraq. The chest 
and arms of silver represent the Medo-Persian Empire (536–333 b.c.) 
which succeeded Babylon.

While Daniel does not specifically mention the Medes and Per-
sians at this time, he does identify them in Daniel 5:22-31; 8:1-7,20; 
and 11:1-2. As a side note, the Persians became more powerful than the 
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Medes and basically displaced them as the next empire. (Ancient Persia 
is modern Iran.)

The belly and thighs of bronze represent the third empire of Alexan-
der the Great and Greece (333–323 b.c.), which succeeded the Persians. 
Daniel identifies this empire in Daniel 8:1-7,21 and 11:3. The legs of 
iron represent a fourth kingdom or empire that Daniel does not iden-
tify. However, we know from history that this fourth empire was Rome 
(30 b.c.–a.d. 364). 

Daniel explains that Rome, the fourth kingdom represented by legs 
of iron, will be divided as indicated by the feet of iron and clay. Rome 
was divided in a.d. 364 into the western and eastern divisions. Rome 
was the capital of the western division and Constantinople was the 
capital of the eastern division. The western division fell to the Mongol 
invaders in the middle of the fifth century. The eastern division lasted 
another 1,000 years until the Muslim Turks conquered Constantinople 
in a.d. 1453.

Because the Roman Empire was divided before it fell, some schol-
ars believe it will be revived in some form in the endtimes as a United 
States of Europe, which we see today as the European Union. They see 
this as the Beast system of Revelation 12–18 ruled over by the anti-Mes-
siah. Others believe that a revived Islam led by the Mahdi will be the 
end-time power because it was the Muslim Turks who conquered Con-
stantinople. Still other scholars believe Revelation chapters 12 through 
18 describe the anti-God, one-world political, economic, military, and 
religious system united against the One True God and His people. We 
also see this today in the European Union. Since the Bible does not 
clearly identify the end-time world power, it is best not to be dogmatic 
in stating our views. God will show us in His own time. I believe He is 
doing this now. As previously mentioned, it is better to emphasize the 
function (world domination) than it is the form (the who and what of 
the structure).
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The feet with their ten toes represent a world empire that will be 
ruling the nations when God smashes it with the smiting stone, which 
is His own Kingdom coming to the earth. The ten toes are the same 
as the ten horns. The destruction of the ten toes/ten horns empire is 
the prophetic symbolism fulfilled when the seventh trumpet-shofar is 
blown to announce that the “kingdoms of this world have become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ [Messiah],” which John men-
tions in Revelation 11:15.

Daniel’s Dream in Chapter 7

With this brief summary, let’s now connect Daniel’s dream inter-
pretation in Daniel 2 with God’s perspective of these same kingdoms, 
which is recorded in Daniel 7. Before proceeding with this study, pause 
and read Daniel 7, noticing how both chapters talk about the same 
empires. Notice also that Daniel’s dream is recorded in 7:1-14 and the 
interpretation is recorded in 7:15-28.

In Daniel 7, we learn that Belshazzar is the king of Babylon. Dur-
ing his reign, Daniel has an apocalyptic revelation through a dream 
and vision. He sees the same empires he saw in chapter 2, but now he 
sees them from God’s point of view. To humankind, the empires are 
glorious, but to God they are beasts and their beastly descriptions char-
acterize the empires.

Notice in Daniel 7:2-3 that Daniel, like John, sees a stirring or chaos 
in the Great Sea with four great beasts coming out of the water. Remem-
ber that this is an apocalyptic way of saying that the four empires or 
kingdoms will be inspired by and controlled by evil spirits coming out 
of the bottomless pit, which is synonymous with the sea. They are anti-
God, world empires, which is why God refers to them as beast empires. 
While the beasts are said to arise out of the sea, the rulers or empires 
themselves are said to arise out of the earth (see Dan. 7:17). This means 
they are human agents of the beasts from the sea.
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In the next few verses, Daniel and John use the same words to 
describe these beast empires. John adds that in the endtimes these for-
mer empires become united as one Beast empire (see Rev. 13:2) under 
the control of the dragon (satan).

In Daniel 7:4, Babylon, represented by the head of gold, is referred 
to as a lion with eagle’s wings, which is the ancient symbol of Babylon. 
In Daniel 7:5, Medo-Persia, represented by the chest and arms of silver, 
is likened to a bear. Later, in Daniel 8:3-4, it is likened to a ram with two 
horns (Medes and Persians). The one horn that is higher represents the 
Persians displacing the Medes.

In Daniel 7:6, Alexander and Greece, the belly and thighs of brass, 
are referred to as a leopard with four wings and four heads. In Daniel 
8:5-7 they are seen as a goat with a large horn (Alexander) that destroyed 
the ram. In Daniel 11:3-4 Alexander is called “a mighty king.” Without 
getting bogged down in details, let us say that when Alexander died his 
kingdom was divided between his four generals. They are represented 
by the four heads on the leopard and four horns on the goat.

In Daniel 7:7, Rome (the legs of iron) is represented by the fourth 
beast that was fiercer than the others and devoured or conquered all the 
previous empires. This certainly describes the Roman Empire.

In Daniel 7:7-8, Daniel explains further that this fourth beast is 
different from the other beasts in that it has ten horns (rulers or gov-
ernments). Daniel then sees a little horn (ruler) coming out of the ten 
horns. This little horn disposes of three of the ten horns. This may 
explain why John’s Beast has only seven heads with ten horns. He is 
more powerful than the other horns and persecutes God’s people for 
three-and-one-half years until God Himself destroys him. At this time, 
God establishes His literal Kingdom on the earth with His people rul-
ing with Him over a restored Israel and the nations of the world.

As I just noted, the ten toes of the image in Daniel 2 correspond 
to the ten horns in Daniel 7. They represent the end-time world gov-
ernment under the control of the anti-Messiah (the little horn) who is 
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persecuting God’s people as described in Revelation 12–18. The smiting 
stone from Daniel 2 is clearly the same as the vision of the Ancient of 
Days and the Son of Man mentioned in Daniel 7:9-14 and 26-28. This 
connects to John’s vision in Revelation 19–20.

Two years after his dream recorded in chapter 7, Daniel has a fur-
ther apocalyptic dream of the same revelation, which is recorded in 
Daniel 8. In this dream, he is given more details and mentions a little 
horn that comes out of the four horns on the goat. Remember that the 
four horns represent the four generals who inherit Alexander’s empire. 
Historically, this little horn is different from the little horn that comes 
out of the ten horns. However, prophetically, they seem to merge as the 
same person—the anti-Messiah described in the Book of Revelation.

Many scholars understand this little horn to represent Antiochus 
Epiphanes who came from the Syrian horn (general) of the four. Antio-
chus represented himself as a manifestation of Zeus. He issued coins 
with an image of Zeus, but it was his picture on the coins. Antiochus 
fulfilled much of the prophecy in Daniel 8. He forbade the Jews to prac-
tice their ancient faith or in any way worship the One True God.

Antiochus went on a rampage against the Jews. From 167–164 
b.c., Antiochus stopped the Temple rituals and ordered the burning of 
the Torah. In the Temple, he erected a statute of Zeus bearing his own 
image. He built a new altar, dedicated to Zeus, on which he offered a 
sacrificial pig. He then poured the pig’s blood over the Torah.

Antiochus erected shrines and altars throughout Israel and forced 
the people to make sacrifices to the Greek gods. Those who disobeyed 
were tortured, killed, or both. This period of time was one of the most 
gruesome in the long, sad history of the persecution of the Jewish peo-
ple. Without God’s intervention, they would have surely perished from 
the earth. The festival of Hanukkah celebrates the defeat of Antiochus.3 

These actions of Antiochus Epiphanes certainly are a fulfillment 
of the Abomination of Desolation Daniel writes about in Daniel 9:27. 
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However, in His summary of end-time events, Jesus points to a later 
and final fulfillment at the beginning of the Great Tribulation: 

“When you see the ‘abomination of desolation’ spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoso-
ever reads, let him understand),…“For then there will be 
great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning 
of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And 
unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; 
but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened” (Mat-
thew 24:15, 21-22).

To John’s readers, the Beast with its many heads and horns and 
crowns and blasphemous names clearly symbolized the anti-God 
Roman Empire and the Roman emperors who were persecuting the 
believers in the seven congregations. They understood what and who 
John meant by these apocalyptic symbols. This is why some schol-
ars believe the Book of Revelation was written only about Rome and 
events that took place in the first century. But with the passing of time 
and history, John’s meaning has become less clear. Over the centuries, 
Christian leaders have tried to connect these symbols to world leaders 
who seemed to fulfill these prophetic visions, but they have all been 
proven wrong.

While we may not clearly understand the historical references of 
the first century, it is clear that what Daniel and John saw reached far 
beyond anything that happened in the first century or any other period 
in world history. They were also looking to the endtimes of history prior 
to the coming of the Son of Man, who will judge those who oppose 
God, vindicate God’s people who have suffered for their faith, and fully 
establish God’s Kingdom on the earth.

When we compare what Daniel says about the little horn with what 
John says about the anti-Messiah, we certainly get the impression that 
they are talking about the same person and the same terrible events 
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during the last three-and-one-half years of the Great Tribulation. This 
is humankind’s last desperate attempt to rule the world without God. 
While this ruler and his coalition of nations empowered by satan think 
they are achieving their goals, their attempts are futile as God destroys 
them with the coming of His Kingdom on the earth. May His name be 
praised forever!

Since the rest of the Book of Revelation provides the details of 
Daniel’s dreams and visions, we will examine this further in the next 
chapters. For now, let’s continue with our study of Revelation 13. Once 
again, remember that function is more important than form. Let’s do 
our best not to get bogged down in the details but focus on the bigger 
picture of what rather than whom. As the author, I am also seeking this 
balance in what I am writing.

The Dragon and the Beast  
(Revelation 13:3-10)

In his attempts to deceive the world, the Beast appears to be res-
urrected from a mortal wound to one of his heads. Since satan does 
not have the ability to resurrect people from the dead, this is clearly 
a deception.

Throughout history, scholars and historians have tried in vain to 
identify this person or empire. Some believe John was referring to Nero 
or one of the other Roman emperors. There were always rumors, par-
ticularly regarding Nero.

In times past, whenever a powerful, charismatic world leader 
died, students of the Bible watched carefully to see if the person or 
the empire he ruled would miraculously recover. For example, when 
President Kennedy died of a head wound, Bible prophecy students 
wondered if he might somehow survive causing people to consider his 
recovery a miracle.
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We don’t know if John is referring to the anti-Messiah himself or 
the resurrection of the ancient Beast system of Babylon/Rome in the 
form of an anti-God, one-world system. The Beast system seems to 
be personified in the Beast person, the anti-Messiah. As world leaders 
represent their governments, the anti-Messiah and the system he leads 
merge as one. Satan uses this deception as a counterfeit of the true res-
urrection of Jesus and the two witnesses.

The way the world responds to this counterfeit miracle is self-con-
demning. When the Beast kills the two witnesses, those who oppose 
God celebrate (see Rev. 11:10). When they are resurrected, the peo-
ple are frightened but do not turn to God. However, when the people 
believe the Beast has been resurrected, they marvel at the supposed 
miracle and follow him. The people not only follow the Beast, they wor-
ship him saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war against 
him?” (Rev. 13:4).

This adoration of the Beast is in direct contrast to the worship of 
the One True God expressed in the Song of Moses: “Who is like You, O 
Lord, among the gods? Who is like You, glorious in holiness, fearful in 
praises, doing wonders?” (Exod. 15:11).

Instead of glorifying God, the people glorify the Beast. John notes 
that by worshiping the Beast, the people are actually worshiping the 
dragon (satan) who gives power to the Beast. It is at this time that satan 
believes he has finally dethroned God. He is killing the believers while 
at the same time deceiving the world into worshiping him. In his mind, 
this is his ultimate triumphant over God and the Lamb.

This supposed victory by satan takes us back to when he tempted 
Jesus in the desert. In that story, satan showed Jesus all the kingdoms 
of the world and offered them to Him if He would bypass the cross and 
worship him (satan) instead. Jesus rebuked satan by quoting the Scrip-
ture that says only the One True God is to be worshiped. (See Matthew 
4:8-11; Deuteronomy 6:13.) 
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In the Book of Revelation, satan believes he has accomplished 
through the anti-Messiah what he failed to accomplish with Jesus, the 
true Messiah. But satan, the master of deceit, is deceived himself as his 
apparent victory is short-lived.

At this time in history, satan’s agent, the anti-Messiah, embodies the 
ultimate in ego, arrogance, self-deception, and self-exaltation. Inspired 
by satan, he really does believe he is the true messiah who will solve the 
world’s problems. To further his own worship in place of God, satan fills 
the anti-Messiah with hatred for the One True God. With his heart and 
soul controlled by satan, the anti-Messiah speaks blasphemous words 
against God, God’s name, God’s abode in Heaven, and God’s people in 
Heaven who worship the One True God.

The apostle Paul seems to be speaking of this end-time anti-Mes-
siah in Second Thessalonians 2:1-12. Paul calls him the lawless man of 
sin who exalts himself even above God. He is empowered by satan to 
perform counterfeit miracles and deceives those who reject the truth of 
God’s Word.

Daniel’s visions were probably partially fulfilled in historical person-
alities such as Antiochus Epiphanes and later in the Roman emperors 
of John’s time. But this anti-Messiah is the final prophetic manifestation 
of Daniel’s little horn who also speaks great words of blasphemy, as we 
learn in Daniel 7 (verses 8,11,20,25).

John adds, for our understanding, that satan’s efforts to be wor-
shiped and rule over humankind through his anti-Messiah lasts for 42 
months, or three-and-one-half years. This is the same amount of time 
that the Gentiles occupy Jerusalem, that the two witnesses prophesy, 
and that God protects the woman from satan (see Rev. 11:2-3; 12:6,14). 
This is when satan is cast out of Heaven, which begins the last three-
and-one-half years of the Great Tribulation leading up to the coming 
of Jesus.

Since satan has now been denied access to Heaven, he works through 
the anti-Messiah to kill God’s people on the earth, as we learned in 
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Revelation 12. We might say that this is his “jihad” against true believ-
ers. While the One True God providentially protects Israel and believers 
who identify with the Jewish people, the anti-Messiah attacks any and 
all believers he can find. (See Revelation 12:17; 13:7.)

Although satan working through the anti-Messiah is able to over-
come many believers and kill them, the believers are the real overcomers. 
While satan can kill their bodies, he cannot kill their souls, which John 
has already seen in Heaven before the throne of God.

Jesus gave the following words of encouragement to believers being 
persecuted for their faith: “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell” (Matt. 10:28).

To further confirm that Daniel’s little horn is ultimately fulfilled in 
John’s anti-Messiah, Daniel was told that the little horn he saw would 
also persecute and overcome God’s people for three-and-one half years 
until he is destroyed at the coming of the Son of Man. (See Daniel 7:25, 
where three-and-one-half-years are referred to as “a time and times and 
half a time.”)

Tragically, satan’s deception is worldwide. Everyone worships the 
anti-Messiah except believers (those whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life) and a remnant of independent-minded survival-
ists. So it seems there are three groups distinguished during this time. 
Those who have the mark of God, those who have the Mark of the 
Beast, and as Gordon Ladd explains: “There is a third group ‘who had 
not worshiped the Beast or its image and had not received its mark on 
their foreheads or their hands’”4 Many in this third group will survive 
the tribulation and be alive when the Lord returns. Jesus will rule over 
them in His Messianic Kingdom.

To review the earlier explanation of the Lamb’s Book of Life, see the 
chapter in Volume 1 on the Lord’s letter to the congregation at Sardis. 
God’s Word is clear. Everyone living at this time will sooner or later 
have to choose whether to worship satan through the anti-Messiah or 
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the One True God through the real Messiah, the exalted Son of Man, 
the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Jesus of Nazareth.

John concludes this part of his vision by exhorting people to hear 
(which includes to heed) his words. He warns those who are persecut-
ing God’s people that they will pay the same consequences for their evil 
actions. God is sovereign. He will judge satan, his false messiahs, and 
those who follow and worship the Beast. Just as God’s judgments are 
sure and true, so are His promises to His people. Believers can perse-
vere in faith knowing that they will overcome “by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony” (Rev. 12:11). Amen!

Review Questions

1. Write a summary of what you have learned in this 
lesson. Write the summary in clear, concise words as if 
you were going to present it to another person.

2. Describe how you can apply what you have learned in 
this lesson to your life.

3. Share what you have learned with your family, friends, 
and members of your study group.

Notes

1. “…Citizens of Ephesus were required to bow in worship to the 
image of Domitian as lord god. Those who refused were either 
exiled or put to death. Some believers hoped to pretend to 
bow…by bending over to fix their sandals when they got to the 
front of the statue.…They didn’t want to bow to the image but 
did not have the courage not to.” From Dr. Richard Booker, The 
Overcomers (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2011), 41.

the_victorious_kingdom_text.indd   37 10/15/12   8:48 AM



The Victorious Kingd om

•  38  •

2. For more information on this subject, you can order my book, 
The End of All Things Is at Hand: Are You Ready? (Alachua, FL: 
Bridge-Logos, 2008). It is available at my online bookstore at 
www.rbooker.com.

3. If you want to learn more about Hanukkah and all the Feasts of 
the Lord, you can order my book, Celebrating Jesus in the Biblical 
Feasts (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2009). It is available at 
my online bookstore at www.rbooker.com.

4. George Eldon Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1993), 679.
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